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1.  If the British Expeditionary Force do not move at
once would the French be decisively beaten ?

2.  If the British Expeditionary Force (in such strength
as could at once be despatched) did move to the concentra-
tion area desired by the French and War Office, would its
assistance suffice to avert such defeat ?

3.  Alternatively, if the British Expeditionary Force joined
the Belgian Army in a flank position, could the Germans
divert from their main attack against the French sufficient
troops to overwhelm it, or could the Anglo-Belgians so
placed operate actively against the German flank ?

His own views were clear-cut. He did not
believe that the French Army unaided would
make head against the powerful German war
machine. He realised the value of the moral
support that even the diminutive Expeditionary
Force fighting alongside the French would pro-
vide, but he foresaw the danger that this force,
which, small though it was, was the nucleus of all
possible future expansion, might be swept into
overwhelming defeat in the first battles. He did
not share the view that the war would be brief,
and that it would be brought to an end within a
few months by economic necessity, whatever the
issue in the field. He viewed the Expeditionary
Force as, at best, only the advance guard of the
forces of the nation in arms which in the end
would have to take the field. Suitably placed, and
joined to the Belgian Army securing the Channel
ports, it might render greater assistance to the
French by threatening the German flank, and thus
effectively preventing the envelopment which was
the essence of German strategy, than by direct